
Nevada State Work 

Distant Drums  

We had a busy and full year in 2009.  Winter and 

early spring I work on the Chronological Bible Stories 

with the help of Tom and Cynthia Martin who are on 

staff with the Southern Nevada Baptist Association in 

Las Vegas.  We have the first ten stories completed 

and another twenty three in draft form.  The total 

number of stories will be about forty six when the 

Evangelism Tract is complete.  If you are interested in 

these stories the first ten stories are in final form on 

the Conventionôs web site.  You can find them at 

http://www.nbcsbc.org/natamerican.  The stories may 

be different than you expect.  I request you take the 

time to read the introduction before reading the sto-

ries. 

In April I was requested to participate in a World 

Missions Conference with the Muskogee-Seminole-

Wichita Association in Oklahoma.  I shared in ten 

churches over eight days plus participated in a Mis-

sions Fair at the Associationôs Campground.  These 

were all located in the Muskogee (Creek) and Semi-

nole Nations of Eastern Oklahoma.  I had a wonderful 

time, was very much overfeed, and enjoyed the fel-

lowship with the Christian brothers and sisters there.  

I pray that what I had to share blessed them as well. 

As summer approached we broke camp in Pahrump 

and began to move towards Reno.  In the process 

we visited each of our Native American churches in 

the State along with a number of our more rural 

churches.  We had good fellowship at each of our 

stops and we finally set up camp in Dayton, Ne-

vada.  Dayton is within commuting range of Reno 

and easy driving range of all our Native churches 

except Owyhee Baptist. 

During August, Stella and I helped a mission group 

from Granite Hills Baptist Church who was helping 

Quinn River Baptist Church with VBS.  Quinn 

River is located just outside of the Fort McDermitt 

Indian Reservation and all the children from the 

Reservation attended the VBS.  The mission trip 

was a great outreach to the Reservation.  A number 

of the adults came to the church to eat with us and 

attend the program at the end of the week.  Nor-

mally the people will not come to the church.  This 

is the third year Granite Hills has done this and they 

are beginning to build the relationships we need to 
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Our Native Churches 

All Nations Community Church (Mission) was 

established at Sutcliff, Nevada on Pyramid Lake Res-

ervation in December 2008.  It was sponsored by All 

Peoples Baptist Church of Reno, a Korean church.  

During 2009 the mission began to develop its own 

identity and to set goals for the future.  At the end of 

2009 the mission team from All Peoples Baptist has 

turned the mission operations over to the local people 

from Pyramid Lake.  While All Peoples Baptist main-

tains a relationship with All Nations Community and 

provides prayer and some financial support it is now 

time for All Nations Community to begin the journey 

towards constituting as an independent church.  Please 

pray that God will strengthen this mission and that he 

will give the leadership wisdom as they move toward 

being a fully constituted church. 

Owyhee Baptist Church extended a call to a new 

pastor in January of 2009 and he and his family 

arrived on the field in March.  At first everyone was 

excited.  Unfortunately, over time it became appar-

ent the new pastorôs ministry style was not com-

patible with the culture and the church.  In October 

the pastor resigned.  The last few months were not a 

good time for the pastor and his family or the 

church.  Please pray for healing for everyone in-

volved and that God will give the church direction 

and wisdom as they again seek His will for a pastor 

to lead the church. 

Walker River Baptist Church  is doing well and 

has seen some professions of faith last year.  They 
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break down the invisible walls that separate the church from the Res-

ervation.  Pray that God will continue to use Granite Hills to build 

these relationships and that their efforts will result in a viable Chris-

tian witness to the people on the Reservation at Quinn River Baptist or 

on the Reservation itself. 

Most of the rest of the summer were involved with administrative 

duties and building a better relationships with the other employees of 

the Convention.  In the late summer the Directors made two trips to 

visit with the pastors of Northern Nevada and the Reno/Tahoe areas.  

The purpose was twofold. First, to hear from them to see what God 

was doing in their churches, what problems they were running into 

and how we might best be a resource for them. Second, we wanted to 

make sure they were aware of GPS and how their church could be a 

part of the ñFind It Hereò campaign.  Southern Nevada was visited in 

January of this year. 

On the Last week of September a first for our Native American 

Churches occurred.  We held a Gathering of Native American Believ-

ers at First Baptist Church of Winnemucca.  Iôm so thankful for First 

Baptistôs willingness to host this event.  About 70 people attended the 

event from our Native Churches and other Christians from the Stateôs 

Native American community.  Emerson Falls who is the Pastor of 

Glorieta Baptist Church, the largest Native American Baptist Church 

in Oklahoma, was the guest speaker.  In 2009 Emerson was also the 

President of the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, the first 

Native American to ever hold this office.  Emerson challenged those 

attending the Gathering to be faithful in sharing the Gospel with their 

family members and neighbors.  He told us if we wait for others to do 

this it wonôt get done.  The people around us are the mission field God 

has placed us in and we need to be faithful in sharing what God has 

done for us and what he would like to do for them.  God willing this 

will become an annual event. 

After the Gathering, Stella and I relocated to Pahrump.  In October we 

attended the Annual Meetings for the Northeast Baptist Association 

which was held in Battle Mountain and the Southern Nevada Baptist 

Association which held in Las Vegas.  Following these meetings we 

participated in the Nevada Baptist Convention which was held in Las 

Vegas this year.  At the end of October I then fell off the grid for rea-

sons I explain in the Personal Update. 

Our Native Churches continued 
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reported a good VBS and their people are sharing their faith with their 

family and neighbors.  Pastor Gene is burdened by the problems with 

the teenagers on the Reservation.  These include gangs, drugs and 

alcohol abuse.  Please pray that God will give the Tribe and the 

Church wisdom in reaching these teenagers and that they may be 

brought to saving knowledge of Jesus Christ before their lives are 

destroyed. 

Yomba Baptist Church began sharing a pastor with Austin Baptist 

Church this year.  As a result attendance has increased.  They had a 

good VBS this year with several professions of faith being made.  The 

church meets in the old school building on the reservation.  School is 

no longer held there.  The building is shared by the church and a day 

care.  Recently, the Tribe has allocated some land for the church to use 

for a parsonage.  A mobile home has also been donated to the church 

for the parsonage.  They will move the mobile home to the property 

this spring after the snow melt.  Please pray that God will provide the 

funds and resources needed to set up the mobile home, put in the sep-

tic system, and connect to water and electricity.  When the parsonage 

is ready for occupancy Yomba will be able to house a pastor on the 

reservation for the first time in their history.  Pastor Charlie currently 

lives in Austin and his time on the reservation is limited.  Having the 

parsonage there will allow him to spend more time there.  Pastor Char-

lie is praying to know Godôs will for the time when a parsonage is 

available.  Should he continue to pastor both churches, or just one of 

the two?  Ask God to give Pastor Charlie wisdom and guidance as he 

seeks Godôs will in this matter. 

Cloths Distribution at Fort McDermitt 

New e-mail Address 

Last summer e-mail through rdj@bigfoot.com became very unreliable 

for several weeks.  Due to that I opened up a new e-mail account 

which is rdj89048@gmail.com.  Please change your address books to 

use this new address. 

mailto:rdj89048@gmail.com
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Personal Update 

This past year has been a year of blessings and curses.  God has 

blessed us and the ministry is going well but we have had or difficul-

ties as well.  In April we drove to Oklahoma for me to participate in 

the World Mission Conference I mentioned earlier.  Stella dropped me 

off there and she drove the truck on up to Kansas City to visit family 

and friends.  While there, the engine in the truck self destructed.  

When it was time to pick me up she had to barrow a car from our 

daughter to come get me and take me back up to Kansas City.  I barely 

got the truck from my daughterôs house to Midway Ford where they 

gave me the news that the problem was terminal.  We elected to put in 

re-manufactured  engine.  Diesel engines donôt come cheap.  I could 

have bought a new small car for the price.  We praise God we had 

funds in savings to cover the expense of the repairs. 

In late March of last year my tests and visit to my urologist indicated 

that my cancer was returning.  He recommended that I have radiation 

treatment and referred me to an oncologist in Las Vegas that special-

izes in radiation treatment.  The oncologist office was supposed to 

contact me to set up an appointment.  For some reason this didnôt 

happen until June after we had already started our journey to the Reno 

area.  It was agreed they would contact me in September and we 

would set an appointment in mid to late October.  On October 14th I 

met with the oncologist and the radiation treatments began on October 

26th.  It took about a half-day to drive into Las Vegas, take the treat-

ment, and return home.  My plan was work the other half-day.  I had 

envisioned using this time to finish more of the Chronological Bible 

Stories.  After a little over a week of treatments I came to realize that 

this was not going to happen.  The treatments literally sapped me of 

all my strength and I was unable to focus my thoughts on anything for 

more than a few minutes.  Soon my day consisted of getting up in the 

mornings and asking God for the strength to get dressed and go into 

town for the treatment.  When we got back home, about 2:30 pm, I 

was ready for a nap, supper, and then bed.  My last treatment was on 

December 23rd.  It will be the first week of April before we learn if the 

radiation treatments worked.  Please pray that the treatments did the 

trick and killed the cancer cells.  Also thank God that the treatments 

did not apparently harm any of my good organs.  

About midway through the treatments I developed a urinary problem.  

Iôll save everyone the gory details other than I had two out-patient 

procedures to rectify the problem.  At first it was thought that this 

might be a side effect of my previous surgery or the radiation treat-

ment.  The good news was the problem was not located near the treat-

ment site so it was not caused by the surgery or radiation.  The bad 

news was the problem was not located near the treatment site and 

occurred for unknown reasons and thus has a potential of occurring 

again in the future.  Please pray that if it be Godôs will that this will 

not reoccur.   It is extremely painful and debilitating. 

The net sum of things was that from October 26th until January 6 I was 

totally off the grid.  I was weak as a new born kitten.  I managed to 

attend a few of the meetings for the Directorsô Southern Nevada Tour.  

But I did not have enough endurance to attend the Evangelism Confer-

ence in Reno January 25th and 26th.  Stella has been taking me for a 

walk every day at noon and each day I get a little farther. 

Stella has done well this last year with the exception of needing some 

more laser surgery on her eye in November.  She will have her eye 

checked again in April to see if the bleeding has stopped.  Please pray 

that the latest surgery has stopped the bleeding and that her eyes will 

not have any new problems develop. 

2009 VBS at Fort McDermitt 
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ñ . . . I have become all things to all 

men so that by all possible means I 

might save some.ò 1 Cor. 9:22 

Electronic Edition  

Website 

Our Web Master is in the process of redesigning our 

Web Site.  Check back from time to time at  

www.nbcsbc.org/natamerican to see the new version 

when it is completed.  It is my hope that these web 

pages will help keep everyone more informed. 

Mailing List 

If you would rather not receive this newsletter please contact me and I 

will remove you from the mailing list.  For those of you who are re-

ceiving this newsletter through the U.S. Postal Service and have an e-

mail service please e-mail me at rdj89048@gmail.com and Iôll gladly 

switch it over.  As postal rates continue to increase this will be helpful 

to us and will give you access to the newsletter sooner. 


